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FRSA – Protecting Firefighters, Protecting Their Communities 

 
 

Date:  19 June 2020 
 
Lord Greenhalgh 
Minister of State 
Ministry of Housing, CLG 
Fry Building  
2 Marsham Street  
London  
SW1P 4DF 
 

Sent by email via PSStephenGreenhalgh@communities.gov.uk 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 
COVID-19: Quarantine on entering or returning to the UK 
 
I would like to bring to your attention a matter relating to the new border rules 
brought in by the Home Secretary which took effect from 08 June 2020. As you 
will be aware, anyone returning from abroad to the UK will be expected not leave 
the place they’re staying for the first 14 days (known as ‘self-isolating’) except in 
very limited situations. Understandably, there are exemptions which include Police 
Officers who are required to undertake essential policing or government work in 
the UK within 14 days of their arrival.  
 
Currently the exemptions do not include members of the Fire and Rescue Service, 
despite these frontline employees also having the requirement to provide an 
emergency service response to the public. You will be aware that firefighters have 
continued to provided support to the NHS (supported by the FRSA) during the 
height of the pandemic. It now appears that if any of these firefighters are able to 
undertake their pre-booked family holidays, they will be expected to self-isolate 
for 14 days on their return. This means that they will be unable to provide an 
emergency response to the public during this time and be forced to either take an 
additional two-weeks leave from their entitlement or take unpaid leave from their 
fire service employment.  
 
Our view is that these individuals should be treated in a similar light as their 
emergency service partners in police forces across the country and be exempt 
from the period of self-isolation and help maintain fire cover to protect the public.  
 
We are seeking support from the government regarding this matter and hope that 
it will support its firefighters as the firefighters have helped to support the NHS.  
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With kind regards and my best wishes.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Tristan Ashby  

Chief Executive Officer 

Fire and Rescue Services Association (FRSA)   


